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ELECTIONS 2020 


Voters wait in line Tuesday at Southwood Elementary School on the South Side. 


ERIC ALBRECHT/COLUMBUS DISPATCH 


Despite record early voting, long 
lines of hopeful voters wait at polls 


Mark Ferenchik and Mike Wagner 
Columbus Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK 


The driver, wearing his red "Make America Great 
Again" hat, pulled into the church driveway and wait- 
ed for James Peterson to direct him into the polling 
place. 

Peterson smiled at the man, told him there was 
parking in back and waved him through. 

He and his brother-in-law, James Alfred Young, 
had been handling the traffic at the busy Smoky Row 
Brethren Church on the Northwest Side since 5:30 
a.m. Tuesday 

The two Black men voted weeks ago for Joe Biden, 
but on this day they were courteous and helpful to ev- 
eryone, regardless of their preferred candidate. 

“Treating each other right is what we all need to 
do,” said Peterson, 60, who is disabled and lives on the 
Northeast Side. 

After 15 minutes, the man with the MAGA hat left 
the polling place and proudly announced that he had 
voted for President Donald Trump. 

“He had our economy rolling before this disease hit, 


See VOTING, Page 4A 


S ee ier 


People vote on Tuesday at Linden Community 
Center. A long line at the 6:30 a.m. start was 
reported. FRED SQUILLANTE/COLUMBUS DISPATCH 


More inside 
e Threats of legal challenges echo on Election Day. 8A 


e A Columbus family shares election ritual. 4A 
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NOW, AMERICA WAITS 


Election Day is 
over, but much 
work remains 


Rick Rouan Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The last chance to cast a ballot in the 2020 presi- 
dential election has passed. Now, we wait. 

While it’s possible to have a good idea about the 
outcome of various races in Ohio, including the battle 
for the White House, official results that include ab- 
sentee ballots arriving after Election Day won't be 
certified for a few weeks. Provisional ballots - re- 
quired of voters whose eligibility is questioned — also 
won't be tallied until then. 

So, what happens next? 

Elections workers who have been dealing with a 
tsunami of absentee ballot requests dating back to at 
least August, record-busting levels of early voting 
both in person and via mail-in ballots, and crowds of 
voters on Election Day, will continue their work be- 
hind the scenes to certify the results to hit their 
Nov. 18 deadline set by Ohio Secretary of State Frank 


See WAIT, Page 8A 


After tough battle, 
Trump, Biden hand 
their fate to voters 


Jonathan Lemire, Zeke Miller and Alexandra Jaffe 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON - Voters flocked to the polls Tues- 
day despite the threat of the coronavirus and the po- 
tential of long lines to choose between President 
Donald Trump and his Democratic challenger, Joe 
Biden, in an election that will influence how the U.S. 
confronts everything from the pandemic to race rela- 
tions for years to come. 

Those voting in person Tuesday joined102 million 
Americans who voted early, a record total that that 
represents 73% of the final turnout of the 2016 presi- 
dential election. 

“The most important issue is for us to set aside our 
personal differences that we have with each other,” 
said Eboni Price, 29, who rode her horse Moon to her 
polling place in a northwest Houston neighborhood. 

Biden entered Election Day with multiple paths to 


See ELECTION, Page 8A 
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State sets another mark 


Ohio surpasses 4,000 daily COVID-19 
cases, breaking new record. Metro, 1B 


High impact 


12 local women honored for leadership 
skills. Business, 15A 
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